= 


UNIVERSITY 


LLERS 
LLEGEVILLE, 
could 
hysics 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review 
Published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
that 
mong CONTENTS 
Author Title and Classification Page Author Title and Classification Page 
the Adams, Tenderloin Richard Pioneer, Home! 426 
and Appleby, John John, King England Andrija The Sacred Mushroom 
Aron, Raymond War Perceval Roses from the South 
raphy Burton, Elizabeth Roark, Garland Tales the Caribbean 
The Pageant Elizabethan England 420 Theodore Words for the Wind 
Canning, Victor Oasis Nine Cecil Clotilde (IV) 
nality Carter, Hodding The Angry Scar 413 Edna The Defense Does Not Rest 
Carter, Richard The Doctor Business 423 Frank The Thorn Arimathea (IIb) 
Cary, Joyce The Captive and the Free Mary Nine Coaches Waiting 
Coccioli, Carlo Manuel the Mexican (IIb) 
Daniélou, Jean The Strange Ordeal the Normandier 
The Dead Sea Scrolls and Primitive Christianity Rexford The Art Politics 
Dean, Spencer The Merchant Murder Murder New Guinea (I) 
English, Isobel Every Eye 428 Wagner, Constance Ask Brother 
Gardner, Erle The Case the Deadly Toy Richard, The Continuing Struggle 
Hall, Donald The Dark Houses Geoffrey Uncle Harry 
Hocking, Anne Victim Must Found Frances The Palace (Ila) 417 
Household, Geoffrey Against the Wind (Ila) 418 York, Jeremy Brother’s Killer (I) 430 
Jennison, Peter The Mimosa Smokers Print and Reprint (see article) 431 
Johnson, Pamela The Unspeakable Skipton 
Lim, Janet Sold for Silver 419 Symbols Classification: Suitable for General Reading. 
Lippmann, Walter Adults Only, because of: Advanced Content and 
The Communist World and Ours Immoral Language Incidents. III. Permissable 
Magnus, Philip Kitchener for Discriminating Adults. IV. Not Recommended Any 
Editor: Grady, S.J. Associate Editors: Leonard Wolf, Ph.D.; Eugene Willging, Helen Butler, Ph.D. 
Contributing Editors: John Coppinger; George Grauel, Ph.D.; Paul Kiniery, Ph.D.; Frank O’Gorman, M.A.; 
Francis Ullrich, Ph.D. 
Business Manager: Mildred Norton. 
BEST SELLERS published the University Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania, the Ist and 15th each month. 
Subscription price: $4.00; Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Single Copies, cents. Syndicate Subscription, $10.00, gives 
right reprinting classifications and separate reviews, condition that the source acknowledged. Entered second 
class matter, April 16, 1943, the Post Office Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1959, the University Scranton. Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. 
fatter Carter, Hodding begins tomorrow (or some other convenient and expedi- 


The Angry Scar: The Story Reconstruction ent date); (2) Logic those 
Doubleday. Jan. 425p. $5.95. (Main- who struggle against the liberal’s Cause; and, (3) His- 
stream America Series) tory delusive and unwieldy (and embarrassing) 
Hodding Carter journalism what Dore Schary collection facts which only carping perfectionist 
Broadway, Elia Kazan Hollywood, and Edward should recognized are know the truth, 
Murrow television. Carter going float the the whole truth, and nothing but the truth within the 
waves majority public opinion matter how much limits human such methodology are 
enriches his popularity. short, Carter twen- Pulitzer, Oscar, Peabody, Emmy, and Freedom House 
tieth century liberal and such relies heavily upon awards earned this brave new world. the coward- 
triad premises which are indispensable for the old world Carter’s latest pretentious volume would 
sader for Freedom, Enlightenment, the Just-Plain- discarded travesty upon scholarship. 

Cause. The involutions and convolutions the Hodding Carter has thesis about the Reconstruction 
mises which belong the liberal dialectic not suffer the defeated Confederate States America. may 
easy explanation but this reviewer, the risk summarized something like this: Reconstruction was 
simplification, seems recognize them as: (1) Truth necessary physical purgation for the spiritual South 
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and even though contemporary and successive genera- 
tions could not appreciate this, the South actually was 
better off for having undergone the mortification and 
deprivation its treasured rights life, liberty, and 
property. Admittedly, States’ Rights were demolished; 
the Constitution was ignored for five, ten, fifteen 
years; the amending processes were made mockeries; 
justice took holiday; race was set against race; white 
pigmentation denoted political lepers, black pigmenta- 
tion denoted political pawns; economic losses were 
more after than during the fighting years; and the 
physical and mental scars seemed impervious the 
healing processes time. But after all was said and 
done wasn’t the South organized Broader Demo- 
cratic Base? 


would unfair quarrel with Carter’s thesis but 
his proof something else again. Certainly has 
impressive vehicle for his work—the 
America Series, distinguished especially Bruce Cat- 
ton’s This Hallowed Ground, brilliant story the 
Civil War years. Certainly Carter has used excel- 
lent means present the proof his thesis—“an in- 
terpretive synthesis considerable body writing 
the Reconstruction period.” any original research 
has been done, Carter has kept this fact well hidden 
since there not footnote the entire volume nor 
has made mention such research his acknowl- 
others’ researches and writings which Carter pre- 
sents. After careful study his work believe 
that Carter has been either innocently remiss 
readings wilfully biased his interpretation. The 
weight evidence points the latter judgment. 


Carter enjoys reputation Southern Moderate, i.e., 
avocation for newspaper editor but its nobleness can 
tarnished when the editor takes the mantle 
the historian and then writes the liberal dialectic. 
Integration being forced upon the Southern States 
under the legitimacy some questionable sociological 
and educationist mutterings disguised judicial deci- 
sion which has been enforced ineffectively with Federal 
troops and dire threats. One the most thoughtful 
comments upon that decision was the newsletter 


Human Events (May 24, 1954): 


Implied the Supreme Court decision segregations 
thought that Negroes should resent. thought that 
white schools are superior simply because they are attended 
whites, that Caucasians are inherently higher intel- 
lectual type and that contact with them essential the 
“equal” education Negroes. This slur the Negro 
implicit the dictum that, unless integrated with the 
white, not afforded “equal educational opportunities.” 


unimaginative for Integrationist rest his case 
men, the simplest recourse would have been the 
amending process well-defined Article the 
American Constitution. From the death slavery 
1865 (13th Amendment) 1954 (Brown Board 
Education) thousands amendments were proposed 
for our Constitution but not one mentioned integration 
public schools. Carter, liberal fashion, blames 
southern resistance upon the remembrance Recon- 
struction. knows better and has said so. 
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Why feeling intense this issue mixed schools? 
(by Carter). think this delayed reaction—by and 
large, folks were little stunned first and hadn’t really 
started thinking about counterattack. But for the 
opposition mixed schools, think you can’t get over 
something that has been not only sustained the Court 
but part the folkways the white people down here 
for hundred years. think have, too, 
resentment many generations’ standing federal inter. 
ference with what thought local self-government. 
(emphasis supplied). 
This thought never appears Carter’s volume which 
ends rather provocative chapter entitled “Heritage” 
which the onus Southern opposition Brown 
Board Education falls upon sudden recollection 
the distant days Reconstruction rather than con- 
tinuing revulsion against the encroachment the fed- 
eral government upon the daily lives people every 
state the union. Like not, right wrong, 
are the midst social revolution but Carter main- 
tains (p. 27) that the Republican Radicals were “the 
only real social revolutionists ever achieve great 
power the United States.” Has never heard 
Wilson’s New Freedom, FDR’s New Deal, the Warren 
Court? 


editor the Delta Democrat-Times (Greenville, 
Miss.) Hodding Carter has earned favorable national 
reputation his craft for the brilliant editorials which 
appear daily his column. Agree with him not, 
you can rely upon Carter candid his journalism; 
has been less than that The Angry care- 
fully screening his synthesis the Reconstruction era 
has slighted those sincere and dedicated 
tionalists the Southern states whose interests 
Brown Board Education transcends the question 
integration public schools but does involve the 
centralization federal power and amalgamation 
erstwhile separate branches government. 


Throughout his recapitulation the Reconstruction 
Era, Carter makes only casual references selected 
documents (sometimes in, sometimes out context) 
and his judgments are larded with generalities, prob- 
abilities, and possibilities. This sign slovenly 
scholarship sign man fighting for Cause 
the liberal tradition. Those rapport with Carter 
will hail this work ingenious and, sad relate, their 
numbers are legion. 

Francis Gannon, 

Milton, Massachusetts 


Aron, Raymond War 


Doubleday. Jan. 163p. $3.50. 


Recognized philosopher history first rank 
importance, Raymond Aron also leading journalist 
and author. this present work, analysis the 
modern climate war, Mr. Aron further proves 
self. these few pages brilliant exposition one 
man’s views our world, especially the struggle 
between America and the Soviet Union. 

The Pessimists and the Optimists, after Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, are given their chance upon the stage. 
Aron follows them with his own school thought 
which prefers call that the Realists. 
critique all three admirable. 

Disarmament does not eliminate the cause 
These pages will underline that fact. are living 
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world divergent philosophies. nation the 
United States not peaceable, but she professes 
peaceful philosophy. Russia committed? 


interesting note, with Mr. Aron, the fact that 
the Russian armies satellite states are really handi- 
cap for her. The revolts within Hungary and Poland 
have intensified that theory. 

The Korean war and the involvement China with 
the United States well handled here and aptly de- 
scribed terms both war and diplomacy. Fresh 
new insights are given throughout and atlhough 
with tragic overtones that view the United States 
and Russia against the backdrop history: Athens 
Sparta; Rome Carthage; Caesar Anthony—still 
such may the hope for any sane future. 


For mature, thoughtful readers this new statement 
Raymond Aron well worthwhile. 


Lippmann, Walter 
The Communist World and Ours 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Jan. 56p. $2.00. 


The litany journalists and politicians who have man- 
aged interview with Nikita Khrushchev during the 
last few years long. Walter Lippmann but one 
the latest. There will more, and more printed words 
will come forth. Khrushchev’s answers will sub- 
stantially the same, even though the interpretation put 
his words may differ. 


Walter Lippmann reports these short pages the sub- 
stance his own interview with the Soviet Premier 
November. expands what had already written 
his column with some reflections for the western 
world. The west, suggests, should undertake really 
impressive development program for India impress 
the Asians and Africans, and secondly, should work 
for military withdrawal from Europe order 
bring about similar withdrawal Soviet troops from 
East Europe. This, Mr. Lippmann feels, would weaken 
the Communist grip these countries and thus even- 
tually reduce the theat the Soviet colossus. 

Would were easy implement treaties with the 
Communists propose them. Without com- 
menting the suggestion for India, would ask 
whether Mr. Lippmann recalls how easily Russians be- 
come “citizens” other Communist states, among 
other things, and thus remain power and control 
their “adopted” countries? 

This record another interview and impressions has 
some interest, but passing the pages the paper 
which originally appeared. Even now whole 
new field speculation open since Mikoyan passed 


the same answers journalists large the United 
Walter Jaskievicz, 


Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Walker, Richard The Continuing Struggle 
Athene Press. Jan. 15,1959. 155p. $3.00. (1) 


the opinion many people, Richard Walker, author 
this book, one the most respected authorities 
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China today. Presently Chairman the Department 
International Studies the University South 
Carolina, has had extensive contact with the Far 
East. was first intelligence officer for the Army 
during World War II, then called back Professor 
the University Taiwan and, upon returning once 
more the United States, took his Ph.D. Yale 
international relations. 


This book about Communist China, but particularly 
about the Chinese people themselves. Professor Walker 
traces the nature and origin Chinese Communist 
power, putting little blame General George Mar- 
shall for his part trying resolve situation not 
his own making. shows the goals Mao and the 
popular “heroes” the last revolution against Chiang 
Kai-shek, notes the existence the continuing struggle 
and confidently shows that Red China not 
accepted final solution China’s economic and 
social problems. gives interesting account the 
infamous “communes” which have lately been explored 
with alarming pictures animalistic living (cf. Life, 
Feb. 1959) and wonders how long the world can 
tolerate such form living anywhere God’s green 
earth. 
One wonders whether illiteracy the main factor 
the docility expressed the acceptance human 
beings such inhuman treatment whether ancient 
practices and superstitions have brought about. There 
wonder, however, about the persecution 
Christian missionaries the present regime. They 
definitely stand the way communist “progress.” 
God merciful these martyrs! 

Franklin Dunham, Litt.D., 

Washington, D.C 


Tugwell, Rexford The Art Politics 
Doubleday. Nov. 20,1958. 295p. $5.00. 


great politician democracy man who can 
get himself elected and then manipulate circumstances 
get done. The word “possible” key word here, 
for the art politics often described the art 
the possible, and those who strive for the possible and 
achieve are preferred those who gallantly 
attempt the impossible and fail. 

This hard standard for politician, and perhaps 
the only one now the national scene eligible 
qualify Senator Lyndon Johnson Texas. 
pity, because scarcely two decades ago the American 
scene was stage for political giants, and three 
these giants—Franklin Roosevelt, Fiorello LaGuardia, 
Luis Munoz Marin—that Dr. Tugwell’s book examines 
firsthand. 

Marin, course, still very much alive governor 
the commenwealth Puerto Rico, but the others 
have gone. Dr. Tugwell, the Columbia professor promi- 
nent FDR’s original brain trust, also served chair- 
man the New York City Planning Commission under 
LaGuardia and appointive governor Puerto Rico 
during World War II. Author many books eco- 
nomics and government, Dr. Tugwell not breezy 
writer. This particular study will heavy going for 
any but the specialist student politics. 
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Ponderous prose aside, the analysis fascinating. There 
little doubt are still living the shadow FDR; 
new biographies and studies are appearing with the 
regularity missile launchings. Dr. Tugwell’s book 
has the virtue capsulizing the signifiance this re- 
markable and enigmatic leader, whose greatness at- 
tested the vast devotion hatred his name still 
inspires contemporaries. Little has been done with 
LaGuardia and nothing with Munoz Marin 
level analysis, and here the author breaking very 
welcome new ground. His attitude, while friendly, 
objective enough: it’s something like ex-major leaguer 
trying show why three his former managers de- 
serve belong the Hall Fame. 


Again get the picture FDR brilliant vote- 
getter gifted with the formidable combination cour- 
age, luck and shrewdness: the right man for the right 
hour precisely because was practical man 
tics unfettered any economic dogmas. have 
had, distant and recent history, other Right Men, 
but not all have been able get elected. Dr. Tugwell 
goes far say FDR, had been spared, could 
have been decisive agent the Cold War; the dis- 
cussion academic but intriguing. 


LaGuardia will probably recalled the popular 
mind stormy half-clown, half-genius who was one 
New York’s few honest mayors. The author probes 
under the surface uncover the tragic LaGuardia who 
wanted president and might have been excel- 
lent one. The third liberal, Munoz Marin, the only 
one not frustrated his ultimate objectives. Puerto 
Rico’s commonwealth status, free enough yet not 
free adrift the economic and political morass 
the Caribbean, will lasting testament the 
powers single politician. 


Dr. Tugwell points out concluding and entirely 
imaginary three-way conversation among his subjects, 
they all were touched the material misery human 
beings and determined make the state the instrument 
reform. Much their effort was dedicated in- 
structing and leading, removing obstacles, subduing 
opposition, and creating the specific means for reform. 
Whatever their lasting success failure, they gave 
new connotation the word politician, and the 
much-abused practice politics renewed right 


called art. 
James Arnold, 
Creighton University, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Morros, Boris, with Charles Samuels 

Ten Years Counterspy 
Viking. Jan. 12,1959. 248p. $3.95. 
Russian-born cultured Jewish family, Boris Morros 
was child prodigy cellist, and later orchestra 
conductor. left Russia 1922, the age 27, 
and almost immediately after landing Boston got 
job theater organist, then moved New York 
conductor theater orchestra, advisor stage 
shows and eventually wound music director for 
Paramount and then producer motion pictures. His 
contact with Russian agents arose from his efforts 
send packages back his family and his attempts 
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get his father out Russia. When realized that 
was being used, went the FBI and with 
advice and encouragement began play double role 
supposed spy Soviet-directed apparatus New 
York and Hollywood and counterspy relaying 
formation about Russian operatives and American 
versives the FBI. His position the film industry 
was considered valuable for placing communists the 
industry that they could have cover cameraman, 
property hand, etc., and still earn enough live 
while they did their recruiting and snooping. His work 
also took him back and forth Europe, notably 
occupied Vienna, Switzerland and Paris. not 
clear from this account that Morros made any big 
scoops uncovering Soviet secrets; his major contribu- 
tion seems have been gather evidence espionage 
against several the top-members the Russian 
espionage circles the United States, sufficient con- 
vict them open trial and send them jail flight 
into exile. Nevertheless, his assignment was hazardous 
enough and his connection with the FBI well con- 
cealed that his friends Hollywood began cutting him 
and despising him communist. Mr. Morros’ ac- 
count his ten years valuable particularly for show- 
ing the fantastically roundabout methods used ar- 
range rendezvous, the codes used communication, 
and, above all, the wide ramifications the Soviet 
espionage system and its financial organization. 


Don’t expect this Eric Ambler sort cloak 
and dagger thriller. is, interesting and 
informative account one man’s determined effort 
serve his adopted country unselfishly. 


Grady, S.J. 


Wheeler-Bennett, John 
King George VI: His Life and Reign 
St. Martin’s Press. Dec. 15,1958. 891p. $10.00. 


one else will have write biography Georg VI, 
England’s king, 1936-1952. Observing the very best 
practices biographical writing, John Wheeler- 
Bennett, Fellow St. Antony’s College, Oxford, 
spent five years preparing this impressive volume. 
was “enabled work Buckingham Palace and was 
accorded unrestricted access the Royal Archives both 
there and Windsor.” That meant that was per- 
mitted use the diaries King George and 
Queen Mary, the diaries George VI, the files con- 
taining the official correspondence George VI, Cabi- 
net Minutes, documents and other memoranda. De- 
spite constant recourse documentary material the 
result warm and convincing biography. 


Known boy Albert, George was destined for 
naval career the second son George Both 
David, the later Edward VIII, and Albert attended 
Osborne Junior Naval College. David did rather well 
but Albert was sixty-eighth class sixty-eight when 
went home for the Christmas holidays 1910. 
Dartmouth Naval College, Albert was also well toward 
the foot his class, leaving there sixty-first class 
sixty-seven. However, January, 1913, Albert went 
his first extended cruise that took him the West 
Indies and Canada. was given concessions 
board ship, doing all the menial tasks assigned all 
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midshipmen. forged steadily ahead the navy 
and became admiral January 21, 1936. 


Meanwhile other honors were accorded him. 
June 1920, was made Duke York. was 
attending Cambridge the time. Later entered the 
House Lords. April 26, 1923, married Lady 
Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon Westminister Abbey. was 
the first time since 1383 that Prince the Royal 
House had been married the Abbey. Before going 
official visit New Zealand, Australia 1927 
spent weeks patient Mr. Lionel Logue who 
did much lessen the stammering that had afflicted 
the future king for many years. 


When George died January 20, 1936, the Duke 
York had thought that would ever become 
king. That honor fell his older brother David, who 
became Edward VIII. The book deals very honestly 
with the crisis that developed from the professed in- 
tention Edward VIII marry Mrs. Wallis Simpson, 
who received her second divorce October 27, 1936. 
the author observes, “If King Edward VIII married 
her, she would Queen; once Queen, then both she 
and the King would crowned the Archbishop 
Canterbury Westminster Abbey solemn service 
Holy Communion and with the rites Church 
which the King was the Head and which holds that 
Christian marriage for all time (p. 279).” That was 
the dilemma. The author quotes freely from the royal 
diaries 1936. These sources make clear that the 
Duke York hoped that somehow other the matter 
might settled that would not have become 
king. had desire for that honor. But Edward 
was adamant know and abdicated rather 
than give Mrs. Simpson. December 12, 1936, 
the Duke York was proclaimed king George VI. 


His life king was admirable. identified himself 
closely with his people peace and war. Even 
the worst days the blitz remained London, tak- 
ing his chances for survival with the others there. His 
people were saddened the illness their king 
1951, perhaps was never told that suffered from 
cancer the lung. After his left lung had been re- 
moved September 23, 1951, rallied and hoped 
for definite recovery. celebrated his fifty-sixth 
birthday December 21, 1951, but not long after that 
date died peacefully his sleep Febraury 
1952. When his daughter, Queen Elizabeth un- 
veiled memorial him October 21, 1955, she 
expressed the sentiments her subjects when she said, 
“Throughout all the strains his public life re- 
mained man warm and friendly sympathies 
when died millions mourned for him for true 
trusted friend (p. 805).” 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, 


Magnus, Philip 

Dutton. Jan. 23,1959. 410p. $6.50. 
Kitchener has its subtitle: “Portrait Imperialist,” 
and that subtitle epitomizes the content and scope 
this biography. Only dozen pages are devoted the 
first twenty-four years Horatio Herbert Kitchener’s 


Kitchener 
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life. The rest concern themselves with the more than 
two score years during which served the British 
Empire one her most eminent officers. Most 
those years were spent abroad, the Near East, 
Africa and India. During those years, too, gained 
considerable fame home the exemplary soldier. 
That fame finally brought him into the Prime Minister’s 
cabinet with disastrous results. 


Kitchener was not only imperialist, was also 
autocrat and individualist. His success the out- 
posts the Empire might said have been achieved 
his arrogance and his individualism. rarely con- 
descended talk man the ranks. scorned 
military protocol. could quite pettish when 
opposed. But did know how deal with the 
whether they were Indians, Egyptians, Arabs 
Boers. was also idolatrously devoted the 
Empire. 


personality, Kitchener emerges this biography 
somewhat one-dimensional character, stern, 
dedicated officer concerned solely with his work. The 
sole motive force his life seemed serve the 
Empire and advance himself. the process, Kitch- 
ener was ruthless. The life the Asian African 
native meant nothing him, any way conflicted 
with the interests the Empire. Nor did the property 
any vanquished enemy mean anything either, for 
during his years abroad amassed enormous 
amount art treasures which had legitimate 
right. Nor was above blackmail chicanery when 
served his purpose. 


However, when was recalled London 1914, 
serve Secretary State for War, and when few 
months later, World War made his cabinet post 
hardly sinecure, Kitchener faced challenges with 
which could not cope. His arrogance and his in- 
dividualism gained him nothing cabinet sessions, for 
could not browbeat his peers home had his 
subordinates and the “natives” abroad. was 
gradually relieved his duties and met his death 
watery grave route Russia military mission. 


Philip Magnus apparently paints objective picture 
Kitchener, emphasizing his forbidding personality, 
his caustic wit, and his unscrupulous zeal serving the 
Empire. adequate index, detailed citations 
sources, photographs, cartoons and maps, has pro- 
duced definitive work. Its appeal, however, may 
considerably limited, for perhaps only British zealots 
will find interesting enough follow Kitchener from 
the Royal Military Academy the cold and churning 
Atlantic. 

Brendan Larnen, O.P., 

Holy Name Journal, 

New York, New York 


Winwar, Frances 
The Haunted Palace: Life Edgar Allan Poe 
Harper. 408p. $6.00. 


Although the history American letters has its share 
suffering writers, perhaps none them much 
demands our pity does Edgar Allan Poe. this 
new biography, appearing the sesquicentennial 
the poet’s birth, Miss Frances Winwar combines sur- 
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mise, rumor, and fact portrait that generally 
readable and occasionally compelling. 

Any biographer Poe faces serious difficulties. 
must realistically describe Poe and his often unaccount- 
able deeds without losing the reader’s sympathetic 
understanding. Most Poe’s sufferings resulted from 
foolish decisions: join the army, for which was 
hopelessly unsuited; enter West Point; marry 
child thirteen; resign the editorship magazines 
without the prospects other jobs. out the 
question blame relatives friends, editors pub- 
lishers for all his misery. And since Miss Winwar can- 
not account for Poe’s strange behavior, the best she can 
heap more pity him. 

Her story Poe’s life reveals nothing new any con- 
sequence. his earliest days, Poe traveled with his 
actor parents. His father, David Poe, who was com- 
parative failure actor, suddenly disappeared 
July, 1810, perhaps because the child his wife was 
expecting was not his. Not long after this child was 
born, Edgar’s mother, delicate and beautiful young 
woman, died. Edgar was only three years old when 
was separated from his older brother, Henry, and 
his younger sister, Rosalie. Although they never for- 
mally adopted Edgar, Frances and John Allan raised 
the future poet, taking him abroad with them 1815 
when they traveled England business. Five years 
later they returned Richmond, where young Poe 
wrote his first love poems, addressed his sister and 
her school companions. 

Patient biographer that she is, Miss Winwar presents 
all the evidence Poe’s misery, even though she often 
neglects cite her sources. She describes Poe’s 
thwarted love for Elmira Royster; his enlistment the 
army when John Allan refused honor his student 
debts the University Virginia; his terrible grief 
the death Allan’s wife; his brief enrollment 
West Point; and his satisfaction over the publication 
his early volumes verse, Tamerlane and Other 
Poems (1827), and Al, Aaraaf, Tamerlane and Minor 
Poems (1829). For relatively brief periods Poe suc- 
cessfully edited literary magazines, principally the 
Southern Literary Messenger, whose circulation impres- 
sively rose until the time Poe’s resignation Janu- 
ary, 1837; and later the Gentleman’s Magazine which 
merged with another journal called Graham’s Maga- 
zine. Besides doing editorial work for these publica- 
tions, Poe contributed tales fantasy and ratiocina- 
tion. His affiliation with Graham’s Magazine ended 
abruptly May, 1842, when was replaced the 
Rev. Rufus Griswold, Poe’s literary executor. 


Miss Winwar perhaps her best reconstructing 
the curious relationship that Poe had with women. 
She investigates his devotion Mary Devereaux. She 
suggests that Virginia Clemm’s marriage Poe “could 
have meant little the child who, unlike other brides 
her age, remained child, and was remain virginal 
for several years, not the end.” Complicating this 
marriage, though needed any complication, was 
Poe’s increased addiction alcohol and opium, and his 
strange relations with other women, notably with his 
aunt and mother-in-law, Mrs. Clemm. Miss Winwar 
explains the poet’s situation: 


“For Edgar, however, when not moved his inner com- 
pulsion put front before the world, the home which 


Mrs. Clemm made for him was his refuge from reality—that 
reality which felt stranger. There, least, was 
adored and made much two women for whom was 
the center existence—their provider, the cherished adopted 
son one, the husband and brother the other, 
plex sentimental incestuousness which pleased him 
troduce into his imaginative writings again and again.” 
The affection which Poe demonstrated for other women 
like Mrs. Osgood, Mrs. Shew, and Mrs. Whitman, was, 
according Miss Winwar, not lustful thing: 
“Indeed, what Poe sought his relationships with other 
women was the abstract, the ideal, image love, which was 
more potent than any creature flesh and blood because, 
unlike the physical being, could not destroyed.” 
almost every instance, this biographer concludes, his 
“passion had been the mind or, would have 
preferred, the soul.” 


Miss Winwar’s skill writing biography, previously 
displayed her books such writers Whitman, 
Wilde, Byron and Shelley, once more demonstrates 
itself her description Poe’s horrible last days. 
spite such misery this, misery which domi- 
nates almost every chapter The Haunted Palace, 
that her biography will prove popular. 


Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Against the Wind 
1959. 238p. $4.00. 


Household, Geoffrey 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. 
(IIa) 


Jan. 22, 


With the publication Rogue Male, Geoffrey House- 


hold made name for himself the English reading 
world the teller unorthodox tales adventure. 
Following through with The Third Hour, Arabesque, 
Time Kill, Rough Shoot, Fellow Passenger, and 
many short stories, most which are autobiographical, 
the author now gives the reader more conventional 
and connected account his unorthodox life the 
present: Against the Wind. Writing was far from his 
ambitions did lip service Oxford the early 
20’s. fact, had ambition all, except 
vague and undefined desire burn with “hard 


gem-like flame” all the exciting places with all 


most interesting people the world. Too late delve 
into decadent fin siécle diversions, perhaps too 


innocent too British, unimaginatively set 


for career the Civil Service. 


Quickly seeing his mistake, went Rumania 
apprentice-clerk the Ottoman Bank. This might 
seem equally dismal prospect for adventurer until 
the reader learns how little banking was expected 
him and the potentialities that post-war Bucharest held 
for gay young blade favored the monetary 
change. The author has the magic touch when 
comes describing the cabarets, the restaurants, the 
music, the fairs, the affairs, and the intrigues that went 
Bucharest then had the magic touch 
getting himself deeply involved with the very life 
Eastern Europe, where says, good taste was 
the only moral standard.” 


His next adventure was banana salesman 
prospect that needs only little imagination for “real 
living” the author plainly shows. and his bananas 
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went everywhere, the smallest costal towns and 
market places, and might have gone selling 
bananas eternity—if hadn’t fallen love with 
American girl who was part arty group 
California. Bananas were forsaken for printers’ inks, 
and salesman his territory covered all Northern 
Europe and most South America. One doesn’t 
wonder how his marriage with the California girl 
“failed” with all this gadding about and even two years 
New York bohemianism and poverty did not avert 
abreak-up. 

the Second World War came on, the author, with 
his command languages, qualified officer 
Field Security and was sent back Rumania with 
plan for destroying the oil fields before the Nazi in- 
vasion, one the few adventures that never material- 
ized. Thence was shifted Greece, Syria, 
Palestine, and Persia where the reader can easily 
bog down the military details were not for the 
author’s unshakable interest and amusing comment 
about everyone and everything. 


his final chapter, Mr. Household speaks the 
writer’s craft and his personal aspirations. Now settled 
more less England with new wife and family 
and with publishers clamoring for his work, takes 
time out from the harrowing work writing fiction 
look back nostalgically and with pleasure event- 
ful life—and give full vent witty style that for 
him fiction seems keep check. 


Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 

Salle College, 

Bacolod City, Negros Occidental, 
Philippines 


Lim, Janet Sold for Silver 
World. Jan. 252p. $3.95. 


Chiu Mei, later become Janet Lim, was born 1923 
Hong Kong “very devout Catholic” father and 
Buddhist mother. father taught her pray, 
but when there was any trouble, and there always was, 
her mother sent her sit under Buddha’s feet the 
temple. few months after the child’s birth, the 
family returned the Chinese village where her 
father’s estates were. Chiu Mei was the only child 
survive, and the time she was six, her father also had 
died. Things were bad then and got worse when her 
mother remarried. She was left the house some 
wealthy people, and that was the last she saw her 
mother and stepfather. When she tried run away 
she was caught and chained like dog. Somehow, she 
got Singapore where, the age eight, she was 
sold slave. She managed stay out the hands 
her rich old master who fancied young girls, and 
eventually was taken out that mess European 
named Mrs. Winter who was the “Lady Assistant Pro- 
tector Chinese” Singapore. She finally was sent 
the Church England Zenana Mission School 
(otherwise known the C.E.Z.M.S.), combined or- 
phanage and school. Here 1935 she was baptized 
Janet the Rev. Adams (who also vouches 
the foreword for the authenticity this story). 
1939 was decided that Janet should become nurse- 
St. Andrew’s Mission Hospital. When 
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the Japanese reached Singapore, the hospital was evacu- 
ated and Janet found herself ship bound for India. 
The ship was promptly bombed. I’m little confused 
all the rescues and islands and changes but somehow 
she managed survive them all interned the 
Japanese Sumatra, think. couple Japanese, 
both named Hashimoto, took liking Janet and set 
her the Yamato Hotel where she should. have 
but did not become “comfort girl.” the Jap- 
anese defeated 1945, she got back Singapore where 
she now the matron St. Andrew’s Hospital. 


Once you start reading this book, you’ll probably keep 
the end. Hairbreath Harry didn’t have thing 
this girl. don’t know the story true. 
adventure, it’s slightly colossal. can’t figure out why 
Janet Lim survived, nor why many people befriended 
her. lot things seem impossible. However, the 
story simply, naively told, that maybe couldn’t 
anything but true. will hold your interest all 


right, but just might strain your credulity. did 
mine. 
Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 
Tredree, 


The Strange Ordeal the Normandier 
Little, Brown. Jan. 29,1959. $3.95. (I) 


Sewed canvas shroud twice, ready dropped 
overboard when was only nineteen, Tredree, 
radio operator tramp freighter World War 
has brought the true story the Normandier, 
story lost the hurrahs the Armistice. not 
great literature, but soul-searing narrative told 
simple, expressive style. not mystery; but great 
sea mystery was avoided when Tredree began sweat 
and delirious after being sewed sack for dead. 
was the only radio operator board—the engines 
were dead—and was able send the which 
brought the destroyer Sherman time locate 
the ship and save the few survivors board. 


not war story but picture man’s brutality, 
man’s avarice, and man’s heroism. could not hap- 
pen now because regulations adopted since; but 
did happen then. room for the crew because that 
would take space which could used for freight; 
mosquito netting; fans, for that would add expense. 
What perfect receiving station for the tsetse fly bring- 
ing black fever from the shores Dakar! And what 
terrifying back-drop for the superhuman deeds the 
crew they drop one-by-one, victims the dread 
disease, until only two are conscious when rescued. 


licensed, experienced wireless operator seventeen 
and half, Tredree was assigned the Normandier 
Cardiff January, 1917. grim, rusty, filthy hulk 
steel enveloped swirling eddies cold dust” was 
his first sight her and blasphemous argument be- 
tween the captain and the “gorilla” mate, who had just 
sent two men the hospital, was his introduction 
them. Griffo, the steward, and Charlie, the gunner, 
were more kindly and both looked after him. 


After stop St. Nazaire, and Gibraltar, the ship 
headed for Capetown, and with the warmer weather 
the bugs took life and took over the ship. South the 
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Canary Islands was received, course was 
altered, then changed when Tred decided was Ger- 
man. and doubt altered the crew’s feelings 
toward him, but tremendous party was given for him 
Capetown when was learned that submarine had 
sunk several ships which had answered the S.O.S. 


Durban, Capetown, Canary Islands creeping engines; 
Gibraltar and home. time for needed repairs, 
back Nazaire with more coal. Ballast New Orleans 
for grain. Through hurricane Newport News and 
repairs. Too slow for convoy, she journeyed alone 
and the crew enjoyed fight between Tred and the 
surly fourth engineer. 


Under the same captain and mate, with the same 
steward but many other changes officers and crew, 
the fateful voyage began August, 1918. Coal 
Dakar and month heat, bugs, and flies unload 
it! The fever appeared before the ship left for Mont- 
real; but treatment had been given and all hoped the 
cooler weather would clear the trouble. Six days after 
leaving Dakar, the mate was the only one board 
without the blackwater fever. the seventh day 
came the first death. Two more the eighth. There 
was relief, watches. Those who could worked 
when they they fell duty, the stoke- 
hold across their shovels, the bridge.” 


One one they fell, but Griffo, the steward-doctor 
carried on. Heart-rending suffering but heart-warming 
heroics. Two volunteers fire the donkey-engine for 
power—and the S.O.S. was sent. Days waiting. 
more power send position. Finally Tred and the 
mate descend the engine room for one last effort. 


This not cheerful story; but heartening the 
ability and desire men serve one another. Once 
read, will not forgotten; and may read all. 
The author has done excellent job inserting light 
and amusing incidents alleviate the growing tension, 
lest become overpowering. 


John Cullen, Lt. Cmdr., U.S.N.R., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Burton, Elizabeth 

The Pageant Elizabethan England 
Scribner. Jan. 276p. $3.95. 
This fascinating book. Elizabeth Burton loves the 
gorgeousness Elizabethan England and apparently 
familiar with its pageantry she with the dimmer 
splendor the reign Elizabeth the Second. With 
light touch and impeccable scholarship she manages 
bring all life for the reader. 


Her chapters are neatly laid out (and profusely 
Houses, Prodigy and Otherwise; Furniture and Fur- 
nishings; Silver and Curious Ornaments; Food 
and Drink; Ailments and Cures; Pleasures and 
Pastimes; Gardens and Gardening; Cosmetics 
and Perfumes. would seem that custom arti- 
fact escaped her. And yet, she has not written dead- 
catalogue, which quite feat itself. Nor has 
she fallen into the opposite vice oversimplifying 
making each chapter little Harrison 
Tends His Roses,” “Elizabeth Comes Longleat 


Best SELLERs 


some writers this sort book are prone 
do, the cause human interest. fact, found 
The Pageant Elizabethan England more absorbing 
than most the historical novels have read; and not 
nearly long. 


would expected vigorous people, the 
Elizabethans played hard (the victory games went 
the one who drew blood first), ate and drank voracious- 
ly, did everything excess, including painting their 
faces, decorating their furniture and curing their ail- 
ments. They were, the whole, sanguine which 
them meant “hopeful, lusty, amorous and confident.” 
They wrote the most beautiful poetry the English 
language and sang some its loveliest songs. They 
were also vulgar, insular and xenophobic. wonder 
find them exciting. Played against Miss Burton’s 
background they become even more so. For the “com- 
mon reader” they take new dimension when 
placed their proper setting. 


The book greatly enhanced some seventy-four 
splendid and stylish illustrations Felix Kelly. 
all, would grace anyone’s reference reading for 
pleasure library. 
Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Appleby, John John, King England 
Knopf. Jan. xv,319p. $5.00. 


John Lackland one the most widely known villains 
medieval England yet few could give more detailed 
information about him beyond the fact that betrayed 
his father Henry and his brother Richard his 
efforts gain the English throne, and signed Magna 
Carta. The present popular picture John derives 
from Shakespeare’s King John, not very reliable his- 
torical source. Contemporary chronicles give lengthy 
accounts the facts and events his reign but little 
information his character, habits, appearance and 
other personal touches. fact which the author points 
out then takes 275 pages prove it. While much 
the book devoted the activities Henry II, Eleanor 
Aquitaine, Richard the Lion Hearted and other 
prominent figures the period, John not pushed 
into the background and the pages narrating his career 
tend become catalogue treachery, tyranny and 
deceit. The picture that treacherous, ambitious, 
cynical, self-indulgent individual without single 
deeming trait character. Yet must have been 
shrewd and plausible person, since frequently suc- 
ceeded dividing his enemies and duping honest and 
chivalrous nobles and bishops well foreign princes, 
including Innocent III. 


The circumstances leading the famous meeting with 
the Barons Runnymede and the signing Magna 
Carta are fully and dramatically described although 
its importance and immediate effects are exaggerated. 
And page appendix summarizing and commenting 
the document adds nothing the story John. 


The reader will find little this work change the 
traditional picture John Lackland, there was nothing 
glamorous heroic his life. showed incom- 
petence soldier and ruler; even his crimes and 
treacheries were mean and sordid. The only reason 
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now remembered that affixed his unwilling 
signature document which was influence future 
ages ways neither nor his Barons foresaw in- 


tended. 
Francis Gallagher, 


University Scranton 


Puharich, Andrija The Sacred Mushroom 
Doubleday. Jan. 22,1959. 262p. $4.50. (IIb) 

strikes difficult write review this book 
without seeming reactionary and sneering, weak- 
minded and over-enthusiastic. Inasmuch “there are 
pros and cons both sides,” Mr. Dooley once wrote, 
shall try present them, see them. Bill 
Klem, cannot say that don’t call them see them, 
but call them they are. 


The author, M.D. who got interested extrasensory 
perception (ESP, this day initials), and did con- 
siderable research this field, primarily tells 
particular person who went into trances 
ancient Egyptian and wrote hieroglyphics. Checked 
Egyptologists, passed the test. Some this per- 
son’s remarks referred the sacred mushroom and, 
according the author, mushroom cult Egypt. 
Added this narrative are descriptions mushroom 
cults (especially Central America) and the effects 
eating mushrooms. Also added are speculations 
about the possibility establishing MCC mobile 
center consciousness) result mushroom eating. 
This last means the ability personality escape 
from the body and float around and observe things 
distance. 


That last bald paragraph will convince the orthodox 
that the book silly, probably mixed with the devil, 
and least wrong. While have reservations, 
not one with that opinion. The author 
medical doctor good standing, and deals very fairly 
with the evidence, far can read his record. 
Frankly, not know what with the evidence 
regarding the person with the Egyptian trances. The 
best can put into what the accountants call 
“suspense account.” 


Each year, when dealing with “magic” among the vari- 
ous peoples the world, (that is, magic they see it, 
and not just sleight-of-hand), warn 
against the closed mind. tell well-authenticated 
accounts telepathy, the ability find objects with 
pendulum and map, and the like. Americans are 
wont scoff such folk beliefs; not. Perhaps the 
author’s “sensitive,” (the word ESP people use for per- 
sons who well with perception beyond the ordinary), 
shows ability for telepathy not only across space but 
also across time. 


These are the “pros.” Now for the cons. far 
the build the book goes, find too much extraneous 
matter. For example, space given what the author 
admits dream, which his personality floated out 
his body and traveled two distant places. The 
references the study Wasson the halucinogenic 
effects mushroos Central America very inter- 
esting and solid study) have only incidental importance 
the basic subject the book and the mushroom 
that the prima donna (Amanita muscaria). 
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And when try (in case vainly) follow the 
detailed and most often dubious analysis the hiero- 
glyphics, seem feel: have been here before. 
have read much linguistic and other analyses that 
sounded good first reading, but were later found 
false, that suspicious this sort writing. 
Perhaps wrongly, but you will have show me. With 
regard conclusions from the evidence presented, the 
margins copy this book are full such crude 
remarks as: “Oh, no!” “Oh, come!” and the like. 


But one thing the author would well keep away 
from, future publications, philosophy and religion. 
the realm the intelligence floating around the 
universe, the nature prayer, and on, the author 


had better stick his medicine and his ESP. 


And indeed, let him avoid writing any more popular 
books for while, until great deal more research has 
been done ESP. Above all, let have more 
such Madison Avenue subtitles “The Key the 
Door Eternity,” even the origin the phrase 
Egyptian. 

tell the truth, bit puzzled about the motiva- 


tion the author writing such inconclusive popu- 
lar book. Does expect you and further 


research ESP? 
Franklin Ewing, 


Associate Professor Anthropology, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Daniélou, Jean, S.J. 
The Dead Sea Scrolls and Primitive 


Christianity 
Translated Salvator Attanasio. Helicon Press. Dec. 
1958. 128p. $3.00. (Ila) 


Fr. Daniélou, professor the history Christian 
origins the Institut Catholique Paris, well known 
for his works early Christianity. only recently 
that has ventured into the field Biblical studies 
(e.g., Holy Pagans the Old Testament). The present 
book expanded version three lectures de- 
livered attempting assess the relationship between 
the Qumran sect and the first Christians. the first 
section the book the author examines the “evan- 
gelical milieu” relation the Qumran group. 
points out the similarities between the teaching John 
the Baptist and the sectaries, Jesus and the Zadokite 
expectations, and the seeming Essenian elements the 
Christian community Jerusalem. 


The second major portion the book compares Christ 
and the “Teacher Righteousness.” This chapter 
gives good analysis the role the “Teacher” 
the community, shows that was not considered the 
Messiah, and that his “passion” consisted exile, not 
death. The comparison between the “Teacher,” 
presented the Scrolls, and Christ, seen the 
Gospels, shows some similarities, but the author care- 
ful note the fundamental differences both their 
claims and their teachings. 


The New Testament and the early Church, both ortho- 
dox and heterodox, and possible Essenian influence 
each, forms the subject matter the third section. 
this chapter the author shows his thorough knowledge 
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the Scrolls and evidences the scholarship for which 
has justly become famous. 

spite the general excellence this book, certain 
strictures are necessary. Although the author thor- 
oughly familiar with fundamental principle com- 
parative religions: “similarity does not mean depend- 
ence,” seems forget this times. For example, 
the fact that the Gospels and early Christian writings 
cite the same messianic prophecies that are found 
the Scrolls understandable without recourse 
theory dependence. After all, there exist only 
certain number these prophecies. Anyone referring 
them must, necessity, cite the same ones. Again, 
isn’t more probable see many the similarities 
dependence both Qumran and Christian teach- 
ings (and expressions) the Old Testament when 
these ideas and expressions occur there? The theory 
that Christ and the Apostles followed the Qumran 
calendar for Holy Week still just theory beset with 
the author would have believe. 

With the above limitations mind, the reviewer would 
recommend this book the best study the relation- 
ship between early Christianity and Qumran available 


English. Geron Fournelle, O.F.M., 

Quincy College, 

Quincy, Illinois 

Hall, Donald The Dark Houses 
Viking. Sept. 20,1958. 63p. $3.00. 
Roethke, Theodore Words for the Wind 
Doubleday. 212p. $4.00. (I) 


Donald Hall, his 30’s, like many contemporary poets 
member collegiate English department, carries 
the tradition excellence craft that centuries 
old. knows what teaches and moreover has the 
ability say age-old things contemporary way. 
there are some die-hards left who consider heavily that 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Doctor Zhivago (Ila) Pasternak Oct. ’58 
From the Terrace (III) O’Hara Dec. 
Exodus (IIb) Uris Oct. 15, 
Around the World with Dennis Sept. 
Auntie Mame (IIb) 
Women and Thomas Harrow 
Victorine (IIa) Keyes Nov. 
Lolita (IV) Nabokov 15, 
Anatomy Murder (IIb) Traver Jan. 15, 
The King Must Die (IIb) Renault Aug. 
The Best Everything (IV) Jaffe Sept. 
Mrs. ’Arris Goes Paris Gallico Dec. 
NON-FICTION 
Only America (Ila) Golden Aug. 
Aku-Aku (Ila) Heyerdahl 
Memoirs (I) Montgomery Dec. 
Wedemeyer Reports! Wedemeyer 
Baa, Baa Black Sheep Boyington Aug. 
The Three Edwards Costain Nov. 15, 
The Affluent Society (1) Galbraith July 
Inside Russia Today (Ila) Apr. 15, 
The Civil War Nov. 15, ’58 


The Coming the New Deal (Ila) 
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poetry died with their favorites the past, they might 
possibly convinced that the art saying something 
memorably has not completely died away. Let them 
consider what Mr. Hall says about the poet: 


So, the poet, the talker, aims his 
words the object, and his words 
faster and faster, and now 

like cyclotron, breaking into 


the structure things repeated 

speed and force order lay bare 

words, nautrally, unworded 

insides things, the things that are there. 
This poetic way expressing the concept Gerard 
Manley Hopkins had the inscape things that the 
poet must always plumb. 
Mr. Hall’s virtuosity, and there much this 
little volume, apparent his “Sestina,” form in- 
vented the French troubadour Arnaut Daniel the 
end the thirteenth century. For those unacquainted 
with such unpopular form today, the six end-words 
(of six stanzas, each six lines equal length) must 
repeat unchanged sound and spelling throughout 
each succeeding verse. The first stanza has the initial 
order, 123456; the second, 615243; the third, 364125; 
the fourth, 532614; the fifth, 451362; the sixth, 246531; 
and the last stanza three lines ends with 246, and 
uses 135 the beginning (not necessarily the first word) 
the middle the line. Circles, conversation, 
repetition rise into commentary life itself. 


There are many things about Donald Hall’s second 
book poems that one wants quote whole poems 
their context. Individual lines certainly stand out, 
they should memorable poetry, and even then there 
are many them that one needs article bring 
out their accuracy observation. And one cares 
comment that the tone some the poems 
cynical, then one may also answer that the material 
the poem invites cynicism. 

Neither has the sonnet, like the sestina, died out, for 
Mr. Hall has manifested his sound understanding 
the form two poems, “The Funeral” and “David 
Hume.” Summarily, challenging young poet 
any old traditionalist who thinks that all good things 
have died with his generation. 


Theodore Roethke, his 50’s, another member 


collegiate English department, fairly well established 
one the finer poetic voices our times. 
collection what has wanted collect from his 
varied poems, including selections from his Pulitzer 
Prize volume The Waking well thirty-eight poems 
not previously brought within book covers. 


What Mr. Roethke after, seems—rhythmically, 
least—is “the spring and rush the 
Gammer Gurton’s concision: miitterkin’s wisdom.” And 
took him while gain recognition for his wise 
remarks, for now known one the “promising 
younger poets”—this, the age 51. 

heart keeps open house, 

doors are widely swung 
wideness comes moment upon moment 
subconscious image—not thrown upon the page madly, 
but controlled through craft. 


One might wish that Mr. Roethke had come out his 
poetic greenhouse with substantial, rooty plants that 
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have their soil watered with universal rain, but the 
reader will have content that his “narrow, 
vegetable realm.” course, Mr. Roethke, with many 
others, will smile such statement, for has 
piquant sense humor. Despite the lack universal 
overtones his poetry, one can still delight the 
artistry his craft and the pleasure recognition 
the minuteness his observation. welcome 
member the company true poets. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Carter, Richard The Doctor Business 
Doubleday. Nov. 18, 1958. 238p. $4.00. 


review book such The Doctor Business 
cinch; old story given new slant. the 
outset, however, pertinent remark that, although 
this not the place dispite the contents, the subject 
matter has been controversy this country since 
1916. And, indeed, any worthy attempt refute the 
author’s arguments would require another book; book 
written perhaps “medical entrepreneur” cer- 
tainly journalist equal, “seven years,” research 
experience and matching competence. Nevertheless, 
there are two sides the story! 


For his side Mr. Carter has chosen the socialization 
medicine; and, regardless what else his long-winded 
thesis might appear convey, narrows down just 
that—nothing more. proclaims socialized medicine 
actually dictionary English for medicine that 
optimum [?] use society” (p. 199). con- 
tends that the traditional system paying doctors 
system being followed lawyers, 
architects and also the clergy, economically unsound 
and antiquated. Instead, advocates group practice 
under comprehensive health insurance program spon- 
sored the Federal government estimated cost 
$3,048,000,000 year the taxpayer. This despite 
annual budget least billion dollars for 
the next five years and present deficit billion 
dollars. such proposal then economically sound? 


Mr. Carter reproaches organized medicine, particularly 
the AMA which pillories 184 pages—62% 
his book—for being nonrepresentative the run-of- 
mine doctor, obstructionistic toward consumers’ needs, 
medico-politically inspired and similarly controlled. 
harshly criticizes private prepaid insurance plans which 
says insures doctors, not patients. flays the 
pharmaceutical industry and its reciprocal physician 
interests, and, turn, gives pen-lashing medical 
delinquency: fee-splitting, surgery, over- 
charging patients and insurance plans, druggist kick- 
backs and needless hospitalization. Stirred subtle 
two prepaid (p. 150), doubt 
raison d’etre for his book, the author diligently 
Strives ensnare the reader into believing that doctors 
are irresponsible, mercenary rascals. either forgets, 
hasn’t learned, that for every sinner there are many 
saints. Despite his opinion the contrary, physicians 
have been numbered among mankinds’ greatest bene- 
factors for over 4,000 years; their principles and ethics, 
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which flagrantly derides, have stood the test 
time. can but concur the conviction, “There 
nothing wrong with the cast and quality American 
medical care...” (p. 17), too, may presume lift 
from context, the author ever frequently wont 
todo. “Fair fair.” 


Mr. Carter’s book replete with convincingly-written 
propaganda. Quite possibly will avidly gobbled 
cradle-to-the-grave Welfare State advocates and 
profligate politicians eager spend other peoples’ 
money for any likely vote-getting scheme. Its prejudice 
will make impact upon the knowledgeable reader 
who realizes that government has free blessings: 
before can give, must first take away—even though 
individual liberty stake. 
William White, M.D., 


Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Cary, Joyce The Captive and the Free 
Harper. Jan. 21,1959. 369p. $5.00. (IIb) 


Joyce Cary once hoped write trilogy about religious 
experience; later was willing settle for one novel. 
Then death approached him openly and Mr. Cary 
might have been forgiven had rushed get his 
ideas paper some haphazard and abstract sort 
way. The fact that the very face death 
remained the artist and the skilled story-teller, the 
explorer human motivation. The Captive and the 
Free offers variety opinions religion but they 
are all uttered living people, the novelist’s creations; 
except one two points difficult discover the 
author’s own attitude because his characters are richly 
alive and eloquent only their individual and complex 
ways. This tract but artist’s depiction people 
who are faced certain religious phenomenon and 
respond various manners. Most them speak and 
act scrambled fashion because they not analyze 
the forces that drive them; Mr. Cary has indicated be- 
fore that considers our motives tangled skein; this 
book illustrates his theory, perhaps little too much 
length. 

The story that evangelist, Walter Preedy, who 
seems effect some sudden cures and acquires large 
number disciples, ranging from the fanatic the 
self-interested. lionized his followers and bit- 
terly attacked his critics, including Anglican 
curate, Tom Syson, who thinks Preedy should un- 
masked fraud. Syson sued for libel twice and 
loses both times; but the second trial attains the 
objective which has lost end 
Preedy’s mission. the glare the publicity attendant 
the trial, Preedy stands revealed poor distraught 
man, capable blacking the eye his paramour. 
There one strange element Mr. Cary’s book; 
commits himself the belief that some people, strong 
faith but otherwise unremarkable, can effect miracu- 
lous cures. And the cures are achieved not just the 
faith the person healed but some ineffable visita- 
tion power the healer. Preedy actually has this 
gift times. man simple and apparently 
complete faith. His one tenet seems that man 
must believe the omnipotence God and the readi- 
ness God inhibit natural causes. His faith does 
not affect Preedy’s morals all; the victim 
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ungovernable passion for girl whose crudity, evident 
the way she talks about sex, equalled only her 
animal magnetism. not Preedy’s love affair that 
ends his usefulness healer, but only his complete 
mismanagement all his affairs when suffers 


nervous collapse. 


Mr. Cary has reached into all strata human life 
lonely, agnostic post-war England and pulled out be- 
wildered searchers after some sort faith. Some be- 
lieve the power curing simply because they cannot 
face the fact sickness; others believe because they are 
afraid the darkness disbelief. Only once does Mr. 
Cary offer any glimmering hope for intelligent 
faith and comes through the character Syson. 
After the vicar has been forced examine his attitude 
toward miracles and has come consider himself 
infidel the whole world perfectly meaningless him. 
Then note from the mother girl who died when 
Preedy failed cure her indicates Syson that has 
been following the wrong method—he has been trying 
find God solving the problem evil, whereas 
actually found through solution the problem 
beginning. 

Most Mr. Cary’s people are unsure their attitudes 
toward religion because they are unreasonable people. 
They act without ever really knowing why. girl 
enters into liaison with man without particularly 
liking him and led only some vague impression 
that her action right the moment; he, one the 
most rational creatures the book, accepts the girl’s 
advances and eventually marries her without ever 
knowing how feels about her. The intricacies 
man’s inexplicable motivations fascinated Joyce Cary— 
too much, tell the truth, for the good this 
novel. 


This is, nevertheless powerful work. The warmly 
appreciative preface David Cecil should read 
after the novel, not before. little misleading; 
seems estimate what David Cecil thought 
Joyce Cary was writing—perhaps what Mr. Cary 
intended write. does not measure the book 


actually printed. 
William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Adams, Samuel Hopkins Tenderloin 
Random House. Jan. 19,1959. 373p. $4.95. (IIb) 

final novel old campaigner, Samuel Hopkins 
Adams, Tenderloin, appears posthumously. 
“swan song” which the year old novelist recreated 
the gaudy, moral-less, tinsel-tainted world the Gay 
Nineties Little Old New York, which covered 
competent young reporter for the New York Sun. 
The area, bounded vertically 14th and 42nd Streets, 
and horizontally 4th Avenue and the Hudson River 
was known the “Tenderloin,” described graft- 
ing police captain named Slogger Williams when 
became its law custodian the 1880s: “I’ve been living 
rump steak long enough. Now have some tender- 


This was the play area the nation, with its theatres, 
its sumptuous well scabrous hotels, the Metro- 
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politan Opera and Delmonico’s restaurant, its houses 
and clubs. The atmosphere tingled with superficiality 
and corruption coated with sentimentality and 
scribed euphemistically naughty. This world Mr. 
Adams recreates with the touch the circus 
master, just avoiding the disaster bombast well 
digited dated style, and tight, sure-footed, though 
occasionally implausible plot. 


Tenderloin the story the hero worship crack, 
Harvard-bred, Park Row reporter, Dan Adriance, 
upstart, ambitious, but aimless Tommy Howatt, who 
manages land the Police Gazette and fall 
love with Dan’s talented and protected cousin Laurie 
Crosbie. 


finally winning Laurie, Tommy educates himself, gets 
involved series major catastrophies ranging 
from the Rev. Brockholst Farr’s crusade against vice 
that ends scandal, the revelation the fact that 
Laurie’s mother from San Francisco, 
and the unblanketing part his hero, Dan Adri- 
ance’s impeccability. avoiding mawkishness, 
the author manages run through almost every type 
vice and crime that was purported tittillate the 
fin siécle reader the Police Gazette. His portrayal 
the human comedy with only one dimension enter- 
taining and matter-of-factly naughty; will hardly 
foster the soul-searching great piece literature. 


Francis Murphy, 
New York, New York 


Wagner, Constance Ask Brother 
Harper. Jan. 21,1959. 339p. $4.50. (IIb) 

The Randalls are well-to-do family living Cham- 
bersburg, Pennsylvania. Gideon Randall, successful 
business man, married the former Carolyn Bruton, 
daughter wealthy Virginia plantation owner. When 
she was still her teens, Carolyn had intercourse with 
her Jeffrey. escape personal blame, Jeffrey 
told his father that Carolyn was pregnant Negro. 
His father paid Gideon ten thousand dollars marry 
the pregnant Carolyn and take her away from the 
South. Gideon, who actually loves Carolyn, treats 
Jeffrey’s son Pierce his own, and the secret the 
incestuous act kept from the Randall children and 
from their neighbors Chambersburg. Carolyn cold 
and aloof Gideon, and finally solaced the 
prostitue, Mrs. Strom. When the Civil War 
begins, Pierce joins the Confederates while 
brother Warren Randall fights for the North. Much 
the latter part the book concerns military action 
and nearVirginia. Pierce and the other Randall 
children eventually learn the truth about Carolyn: she 
not the sweet, cultured innocent that she pretended 
be. result learning his natal origin, Pierce 
courts suicide and killed the Battle Gettysburg. 
The novel ends 1864 the Confederates burn the 
town Chambersburg in. retaliation for the burning 
some houses Virginia General Hunter. 


reviewer reader certainly must have mingled 
ings when completes this novel. the positive 
side may said that there strong narrative pull 
this story, although this magnetism does not 
mence until about page 150. Moreover, Mrs. 


FEBRUAI 


has 
She 
ings 
scenes 
and ver: 
Faulkne 
the old 

visit 
Yet 
just 
dealin 
she 
Strom, 
vention 

true. 
and the 
Kate 
Ben Port 
sight, 
device 
but these 
past anc 
quently 


lam 
the 
slavery 
seem 
ment 
this 
aspects. 


Slaughte 
Doubleday 


Told 
tribune 
service 
cal novel 
rather 
Veronica 
mis 
Nazareth, 
came 
found Pil 
conflict 
Crucifixio 
Procula, 
Quintus 
Potter, 
the 
forms hin 
Pilate and 
Quintus 
uncle Jose 
the veil 


other 


ham- 
essful 
uton, 
When 
with 
effrey 
Jegro. 
narry 
the 
treats 
the 
and 
cold 
the 
War 
half- 
Much 
ndall 
she 
sburg. 
the 
ing 


pull 
com: 
agner 


1959 


has obviously done considerable research for this novel. 
She uperb capturing the speech patterns and say- 
ings people that time. Her detail both the war 
scenes and the domestic passages adds much interest 
and verisimilitude the story. times she rises 
Faulknerian splendor. The scenes revolving around 


the old Negro servant Phoebe and Pierce’s reaction 
visit Ashford Hundred, his mother’s old plantation 
Virginia, are expertly done. 


Yet much this novel does not ring true. Some 
just plain silly. sure, although Mrs. Wagner 
dealing with incest, infidelity and other seamy topics, 
she never offensive taste; yet the portrait Mrs. 
Strom, the convention the “good” prostitute simply 
ridiculous. extremely annoying see this con- 
vention persist literature when this Yellow Book 
mush obviously exaggerated, distorted, and un- 
true. There also great amount the sentimental 
and the melodramatic the description the rough 
Kate Storey’s love for Warren Randall well 
Ben Porter’s (Cissy Randall’s husband) recovery his 
sight, which has lost the war. The narrative 
device the dramatic monologue used throughout, 
but these character soliloquies are often confusing when 
past and present happenings are intermingled. The 
character reminiscences are frequently too unlikely, too 
obviously background techniques. This tendency fre- 
quently jars the reader into disbelief and calls mind 
amateurishness. 

aware that this novel—as Mrs. Wagner informs 
the dust jacket—is supposed indicate the tragedy 
slavery, the guilt the South, etc.; yet these themes 
seem little too apparent and hackneyed her treat- 
ment them. shame that the amateur elements 
this historical novel overwhelm 


aspects. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Slaughter, Frank The Thorn Arimathea 
Doubleday. Jan. 22,1959. 317p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Told from the standpoint Quintus Volusianus, 
tribune and physician the Roman legions the 
service Tiberius, this latest effort the prolific medi- 
cal novelist and his fourth Biblical topic 
rather saccharine tale Veronica’s veil and the girl 
Veronica who used it. Quintus arrived Jerusalem 
mission secure noted healer, one Jesus 
Nazareth, cure the dying Tiberius. Only Quintus 
came two years after Pilate had crucified Jesus. 
found Pilate suffering from semi-remorseful psychic 
conflict over the extent his responsibility for the 
Crucifixion. fact, Pilate and Caiphas try im- 
Prison Quintus but, when recognized Claudia 
Procula, are forced let him free. Jerusalem 
Quintus meets Veronica, the daughter Aleijah the 
Potter, who has been healed crippling bone disease 
the famous veil which she possesses and who in- 
forms him Jesus’s death and resurrection. When 
Pilate and Caiphas sent band assassins kill him, 
Quintus was seriously wounded. Veronica and her 
uncle Joseph Arimathea took him Samaria where 
the veil was used heal him. There also Quintus 
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met Peter and then Simon Magus, whom also sought 
take Rome healer for the emperor. After 
Pilate had ruthlessly crushed revolt incited Simon 
Magus, Vitellius ordered him Rome Quintus’s 
custody. Before leaving Asia Minor Quintus married 
Veronica but could not bring himself believe Jesus. 


Rome, Tiberius had died and Caligula was the 
Emperor. When cast lustful eye Veronica, 
Quintus was happy take assignment with Pilate 
into Gaul where Veronica would removed from 
Caligula’s ken. There saw Pilate killed when the 
latter planned usurp authority from Lentulus Gaeti- 
culus for raid recalcitrant Britain. While 
inspection mission the coast Gaul, Quintus was 
captured British raid and taken with Veronica and 
Joseph the land King Cunobelinus where Joseph 
and Veronica are seemingly killed Druid sacrifice. 
Quintus healed the King’s son, learned something 
about the customs the country and then went 
search for Veronica. finally found her the 
secluded isle Avalon which took sign from 
Christ. There they remained story’s end begin 
the spreading Christ’s Kingdom. 


Written rather cloying style and with little real 
creation characters this book’s main virtue that 
does not deny the Divinity Christ even though its 
tenor generally Protestant. Veronica’s veil regarded 
some sort faith-healing apparatus and used 
rather frequently. Dr. Slaughter has discovered some 
nice Latin terms and proceeds use them often 
possible throughout the book. general, this book 
would not seem harmful adult readers but one ques- 
tions whether they would derive any value from it. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 
Clotilde 


Saint-Laurent, 
Morrow. Jan. 28,1959. 506p. $4.95. (IV) 


Clotilde Jolivet, whose story Cécil Saint-Laurent tells, 
begins moral Catholic and ends amoral pagan. 
One critic compares the author Dumas pére; another 
calls his skill Howells would have said that 
this novelist employs the cheapest all tricks, sex 
interest. 


the German army invades France World War II, 
Clotilde, her mother and brother flee south. Separated 
from the others, seventeen-year-old Clotilde gets ride 
French army truck and becomes the mistress 
Guy Vise. For while she lives Vichy with Guy, 
who makes himself necessary Petain. 


After quarrel with Guy, because her promiscuity, 
Clotilde accompanied Jean-Marie Derden occupied 
France and eventually helped him the Resistance 
movement. insure the cooperation the British, 
they had themselves smuggled England. There 
Clotilde fell love with Georges Lavigie, who had 
come over England with her. When was sent 
Syria, she had herself transferred there agent for 
the Free French. 


Georges was killed and Clotilde was repatriated and 
served chateau that was used boys’ rehabilita- 
tion center. Because scandal, Clotilde resigned, tore 
the diary which constitutes this part the novel, 
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and joined the Paris underground, which was charge 
Jean-Marie Derden. There the operator secret 
radio transmitter, whom she was helping, was captured 
and gave the Germans the names his collaborators. 
Upon his release, was killed the underground 
and Clotilde went Algiers, where she found Guy 
Vise. 


That all there the plot. But every turn 
events there bedroom scene sorts. The history 
fthe fall and the resistance France sketched very 
thinly, although there good deal suspense the 
last section dealing with the Paris underground. 


Although the sexuality not realistic most Ameri- 
can best sellers would portray it, there such glut 
that causes one’s gorge rise. And the psycho- 
logical justification the modern Roxana makes the 
book vicious, despite the absence vulgar and blas- 
phemous statements. 


The characterization, any, effected characteristic 
traits. The atmosphere that cafés, bedroom and 
secret rendezvous. The style undistinguished, though 
smooth. 


fact, the whole novel puts one mind 
“smoothie” doing his best seduce heroine and reader. 
Clotilde definitely not recommended, even with 
qualifications. But Clotilde will become best seller. 


Joachim Daleiden, 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Reniers, Perceval Roses from the South 
Doubleday. Jan. 22,1959. 383p. $3.95. (III) 

The background this novel the 1880’s White 
Sulphur Springs, Richmond, and for the last half 
the book, New York, during the days the opening 
the Metropolitan Opera House, Adelina Patti, 
suppers Delmonico’s and the development big 
business. The entire book dominated, however, 
the atmosphere White Sulphur Springs, symbol 
the sacred institution the southern belle, renowned 
that time and place for her beauty, purity, anima- 
tion, and wit. The ballroom was the one place where 
the Southern beau and belle could still triumph, and 
the extent their silliness shown one “the most 
popular dances the day, the Coach and Four, 
which the men became horses and were driven the 
the ballroom with ribbons tied their 


Into this matrimonial market, Lelia Barringer, beau- 
tiful young divorceé from Natchez, brought her 
father. Here she captures rich husband, Mr. Archie 
Wersham Richmond, who describes himself 
plain ole Virginia farmer.” But Lelia never falls 
love until she meets George Lemaire, business ac- 
quaintance Mr. Archie. The Wershams New 
York and she soon becomes Lemaire’s mistress, tricking 
her smug, stupid husband and the same time sharing 
the luxurious hcuse which her lover provides with 
train idle, decadent Southern friends who despise 
him, who really believe they have come North “to 
show the Yankees” how conduct the races Sara- 
toga, how get rich, how drink, how make love. 


Best SELLERs 


Lelia follows Lemaire’s financial fortunes through the 
spectulations and panics the 1880’s and the outcome 
her adventures seems the author’s proof that 
the true Southerner, nothing mattered except loyalty 
the broken South, its traditions, its follies, and its 
self-deception exemplified the “southern belle.” 


The unscrupulous heroine, her murderer father, her 
two abnormal husbands, her sycophantic friends, her 
calculating lover are unsavoury lot indeed. are 
guilty sharp practices, dishonesty and treachery 
their business dealings and their personal lives, 
Detailed descriptions the intimate phases their 
personal lives make the book unsuitable for any but 
adult readers; indeed can think class reader 
who would find either pleasure profit this book. 
The author states that his heroine “had been married 
disreputable looking priest strange little 
church” and that later during her stay New York, 
“she took walks—to Saint Patrick’s watch the 
olics genuflecting and trying lose themselves con- 
templation the Almighty.” The style writing 
commonplace and labored, e.g., “He returned her kiss 
with the reservation man with dagger his 
back.” 

the author’s only object show the folly the 
“professional Southerner” has succeeded and 
haps overshot his mark. 

Alice McCahill, 


Charlottesville, Virginia 


Powell, Richard Pioneer, Home! 
Scribner. Jan. 26,1959. 320p. $3.75. (IIb) 

The author may have been attempting show his 
versatility writing this book; for has produced 
work totally different from his previous best selling 
novel, The Philadelphian. This story chronicle 
the events which occur when the Kwimper family 
suddenly stalled untraveled road the southern 
state Columbiana. Through the ingenuity the 
babysitter, Holly, they avoid starvation. When, finally, 
they are rescued, they decide claim squatters’ rights 
piece unclaimed land, and they manage hold 
household find Pop Kwimper, who has spent most 
his life with the government 
ing its compensation benefits such Relief and Aid 
Dependent Children. Then, there Toby Kwimper, 
who has certainly never lost his pristine candor, and 
who, consequently, helpless against the wiles Miss 
Claypoole, social worker, and Holly, who dint 
hard work eventually convinces him that she 
Finally, there are the twins Eddy and 
Holly’s charges, who have developed the rewarding 
game switching identities. 

The humor, however, except for incidental flashes 
wit, rather shallow and too obvious satisfy- 
ing. many instances the reader unwittingly anti- 
cipates the writer and the element surprise 
tial genuine humor destroyed. Moreover, the 
author occasionally becomes obsessed his own wit, 
and apparently forgetting that joke enjoyed once, 
repeats the same quip several times. 
laughter Powell adopts the motif successfully 
veloped Time for Sergeants, that is, the 
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the artless interpretations given actions 
and events ingenuous rustic. Unfortunately, 
this case handled with insufficient subtlety. 
addition this main theme there are various sub- 
themes such the caricaturing welfare workers and 
psychoanalysts. having the naive Toby narrate the 
story hill-blily dialect and having him report 
verbatim conversational exchanges which often contain 
highly technical language the author guilty flaw 
technique. There also lack consistency 
Toby’s character shown the contradiction between 
his inability grasp situations and his unerring ability 
control them his advantage. light sprinkling 
profanity and incidental recourse sex prop 
for wit put this book beyond the pale children al- 
though good part the humor undoubtedly gauged 


for their level. 
Brother Robert Alfred, 
Mennais College, 
Alfred, Maine 


Johnson, Pamela Hansford 
The Unspeakable Skipton 
Harcourt, Brace. Jan. 249p. $3.95. (III) 


Once upon time the novel was looked upon 
divertissement for cultured ladies who had nothing else 
than pet their Pekingese, poke passion fruit, 
and dabble into flitty fiction. Jane Austen, her 
preface Northanger Abbey, was aware the sorry 
reputation art form that was noted for its super- 
She tried bring into her novels “genius, 
wit and taste some work which the greatest 
powers the mind are displayed, which the most 
thorough knewledge human nature, the happiest 
delineation its varieties, the liveliest effusions wit 
and humor, are conveyed the world the best- 
chosen language.” 
Miss Johnson, trying like mad witty, writes the 
recurrent vein enlivened torpor. She invents British 
scalawag living Belgium, places him number 
situations which involve his being lovable—dear-rogue- 
sort-of-thing—and hopes that he’ll come out 
somewhat picaresque. Daniel Skipton, her main char- 
acter, nothing less than crashing bore. And the 
people with whom associated are monotonous 
snores. Miss Johnson’s work example, the novel 
back where Jane Austen started, the days vacuous 
conversations when one two teaspoons sugar 
tea was momentous occasion. 
Anyone who attempts novel made witty trivia, like 
the cook who makes beef stew, must have plenty 
wit and plenty beef. Miss Johnson’s concoction has 
salt, pepper, adash paprika, and much unbeefed 
goulash. There are better dishes. 

Arthur MacGillivray, 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Jennison, Peter The Mimosa Smokers 
Crowell. Jan. 26,1959. 213p. $3.50. (Ila) 

Possibly the most difficult and tortuous job the novelist 
may assign himself the task pursuing thread 
Passionate human relations through maze axillary 
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romances, with the eventual hope that the orginal 
thread will somehow come through unbroken. 
sense, that was part the work Gone With the 
Wind, and undoubted fact that that was 
gigantic success. The Mimosa Smokers, such task 
proposed the author, but honestly feel that 
the total effect rather disastrously disappointing. 


the story four people who are thrown together 
the Riviera one summer children, who throw out 
the little threads friendship the time some- 
what exotic circumstances, and who find those threads 
again later life when all have grown into rather 
strange adults. Through the maze plot comes the 
story Carol and Turi, and around this story the rest 
the plot gradually shapes itself. 

noble effort, and admire the workmanship 
this new author who will undoubtedly heard from 
again, and nobly, the future. But feel that when 
the book comes its final line, meaningful, mature, 
and greatly final, the reader left with the dreadful 
question: But was worth honestly not 
convinced. Written with infinite care, precision, love, 
with excellent and intensive characterization, still 
seems come apart cloud dust the end. 


Gilbert, John Face the Clouds 
Morrow. Jan. 28,1959. 276p. $3.50. 


This first novel Mr. Gilbert was published Great 
Britain last year under the title The Buff Envelope and 
currently offered American public pastel- 
colored jacket and new title. “There comes time 
even the most enduring marriages when the relation- 
ship undergoes subtle change—much cloud shape 
will reform the blink eye from lovely visage 
something suggesting lowly creature the 
fields. such words, the publishers Face 
the Clouds explain their face-lifting operation which 
anything but subtle. sophomoric overture with psy- 
chopathic theme introduces the reader Paul Den- 
ham, staff instructor for the People’s Study League, 
group jaded individuals who liked “listen 
talk, but not think.” Paul, one-time lieutenant 
commander R.N.V.R., and his wife Vicky lead banal 
life dull neighborhood. They have small son, 
Stephen, whose existence adds little their family life 
the plot the book. Fortunately otherwise, 
dependent the taste the reader, buff envelope 
arrives containing invitation Paul from the Navy 
offering short-service commission Air-Traffic Con- 
trol which accepts Vicky’s urgent request and the 
scenery shifted Singapore. There meet Teddy 
and Catherine Charlton, Bill and Norma Treadgold 
along with other members leisurely, circumscribed 
society who lead tired existence brightened occasional- 
minor scandals quick business deals. The 
impossible (except first novel) happens. Ted 
Charlton, the man Vicky’s past, meets Paul for the 
first time. There follows brief interlude marital 
infidelity the part Vicky with Ted which dis- 
cretely counterbalanced Paul’s acceptance the 
ravishing charms Norma. This brief lapse from 
grace, the major moral flaw the novel, submerged 
the dark intrigues the mysterious and purposeful 
Mr. Lim, wealthy Chinese and Ted 
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Charlton, his secret ally series shady deals, 
liaison ultimately fatal for both. Mr. Gilbert’s conclu- 
sion should prove eminently satisfactory admirers 


Charlie Chan the Thin Man. 


this reviewer, Face the Clouds but another 
illustration statement made recently Edmund 
Fuller that: “it the area concept that contem- 
porary fiction anemic. That our age will readily 
accept certain superficial glibnesses literary produc- 
tion corollary the fact that will accept the 
same superficialities and gilbnesses the human per- 
sonality.” must add that Mr. Gilbert, spite 
deficiencies content and characterization, offers 
novel which will have some entertainment value and, 
with the exception the one brief moral lapse, uses 
method reticent suggestion sexual matters which 
might well imitated writers this side the 


Atlantic. 
Edmund Byrne, 
College Misericordia, 
Dallas, Pennsylvania 


English, Isobel Every Eye 
Crowell. Jan. 19, 1959. 149p. $3.00. (IIb) 

The dust jacket Every Eye declares the author’s 
“disturbing talent for seeing the oddness ‘ordinary’ 
people and the undertones ‘ordinary’ events.” This 
talent Miss English surely has, and exhibits this brief 
novel, rather, this stream thoughts. 


the book opens, Hattie has just heard the death 
her uncle’s wife, Cynthia. She has disliked Cynthia 
for years, and finds herself reliving memory the many 
episodes from first meeting, adolescent admiration, 
unease, distrust and finally dislike and resentment. 


The story Hattie’s past told flashbacks she 
and her husband Stephen, several years younger than 
she, are their way year-long delayed honeymoon 
Ibiza, the third smallest the Balearics. Because 
defect one eye, Hattie had always considered 
herself apart from others, spectator rather than par- 
ticipant. After operation, made possible middle- 
aged admirer, Jasper Lomax, she realizes “that this out- 
ward sign was only the visible proof inward impedi- 
ment.” 


The flashbacks lead the meeting Hattie and 
Stephen, after she had become resigned being 
shriveled, lonely spinster. The other story continues 
the couple, now search for ancient her- 
mit’s cave. The culmination the search reveals many 
Hattie about Cynthia, Jasper, Stephen and 


Miss English has ability evoke with clarity atmos- 
phere and color; she handles words expert man- 
ner; the flashback mechanism not confusing. Every 
Eye the “modern school” and would home 
the pages the New Yorker. For this reason 
recommended only mature adults, particular those 
who have already been “checked out” that magazine. 
For those who enjoy less sophisticated style, 


Mary O’C. Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Best SELLERs 


Oasis Nine 


Canning, Victor 
Sloane. Jan. 12,1959. 256p. $3.50. (I) 

This collection four lengthy short stories—called 
“novels” the publisher—by professional 
craftsman who knows his way around plot. Each 
different locale and characters but the basic situation 
boy-meets-girl, etc. But this observation not 
way complaint because Mr. Canning has that curious 
ability put together pleasantly satisfying (if some- 
what pat) episodes for the reader’s entertainment. 


the four “novels” which comprise the volume, prob- 
ably the most delightful “Young Man Bicycle” 
the story Riviera rogue who re-distributes the 
wealth robbing the rich help the poor. The treat- 
ment light, witty and effectively realized—especially 
the Keystone Cop chase the finale. had the 
fortune see Fed Astaire appear filmed 
sion the Theater Sunday night, January 
11th. The whole tone had been missed and the film 
injustice Mr. Canning, who may have been 
consoled fat royalty check.) 


Next, order entertainment, Goldini Bath” 
tale conscientious Canadian young man sent 
hill top town Italy bring back his rich em- 
ployer golden bath tub, Renaissance antique. How 
the local inhabitants gang John Mallet prevent 
the departure the bath makes highly palatable dish 
pizza. Another set Italy “Adriatic Crossing,” 
melodrama built around the efforts three ruthless 
murderers rob Albanian gold shipment. After 
many tense moments, the hero finally overcomes the 
villains and eludes capture the Coast Guard. The 
fourth, the title story, Oasis Nine, another 
drama, this one set the African desert where the 
search for cobalt leads sudden death, but renewal 


one can see, Mr. Canning gives primary emphasis 
plot although would disservice say his 
characters are one-dimensional. Many are clearly de- 
fined, sharply, single brush stroke. One might say 
his narratives are Dufy Lautrec: plenty activity, 
uniquely identifiable their well-suggested locale with 
splashes atmosphere that reflect keen interest 
the positive side life. 


John Coppinger, 
Illinois 


Willans, Geoffrey Harry 
Crowell. Jan. 9,1959. 108p. $2.50. 

Harry one the last his species. “Un- 
less protected like wildfowl, the British Clubman” 
says author Geoffrey Willans, “will soon extinct.” 
This light little volume attempts keep some these 
humorous traditions alive. The satire tasteful, 
ticated, truly British. The Hon. Harold Vernon 
non Winger the subject this pen portrait. 
long-suffering nephew wields the pen, and draws most 
the typical, clubman eccentricities. Yet, whether 
Uncle Harry rude loud; whether acting 
porarily the devoted guardian womankind the 
able. The buffoonery does not become ridicule. The 
scenes France are particularly well done and are 
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especially characteristic the moribund British Colo- 
You will like Uncle Harry’s tumultuous essay 
into the life and customs the efficiency expert. 


For pleasant hour so, allow recommend this. 
There are photographs midway through the small book. 
The captions beneath them underscore both the satire 


and the gentle humor. 
James Linehan, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Stewart, Mary Nine Coaches Waiting 
Morrow. Jan. 14,1959. 342p. $3.50. 


When Mary Stewart published her first novel three 
years ago one reviewer remarked that was slickly- 
plotted bit diversion.” This description could aptly 
applied her most recent publication. fact, 
the term “slickly-plotted” would doubly please the 
author, for she gives ample evidence her new roman- 
tic suspense story great fondness for compound 
adjectives. 


Nine Coaches Waiting gripping tale. When Linda 
Martin hired governess for the young Comte 
Philippe she has inkling the murderous plot into 
which she being drawn. Like Philippe she lost her 
parents airplane tragedy when still child, and 
now, she hopes find Chateau Valmy Haute- 
Savoie the home she has been longing for ever since 
becoming orphan. The Chateau managed 
Philippe’s uncle and aunt, Léon and Although 
made invalid polo accident, the suave but 
scheming Léon still very active noiselessly moves 
around his omnipresent wheelchair. His son Raoul, 
younger edition himself, soon becomes the object 
Linda’s attention. Yet, near-fatal accidents begin 
happen Philippe ,the real owner the 
Linda becomes suspicious her employers’ intentions 
and even senses dark twist Raoul’s make-up. The 
denouement somewhat unexpected, and the suspense 
upheld the very end. 


Throughout the narrative the author 
graphic descriptions the Lac Léman region. Some 
will undoubtedly find these word-paintings 
the opportunity reminisce, but others will annoyed 
them because they interrupt the flow tingling 
events. Miss Stewart has eye for detail and thus 
gives the impression having been there. For instance, 
only someone who has lived Paris could notice the 
difference mood which the law has created sup- 
pressing all horn-tooting. elegance the prose 
helps make the reading this thriller rewarding 


experience. 
Brother Robert Alfred, 
Mennais College, 
Alfred, Maine, 
Roark, Garland Tales the Caribbean 


Doubleday. Jan. 282p. $3.95. (Ila) 


The islands the Caribbean have colorful history. 
they were the happy hunting-ground for pirates, and 
often served pawns the struggle for power among 
the European nations. Since they have 
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climate, except during the hurricane months, and the 
means travel are becoming quicker, safer and 
cheaper, they will undoubtedly attract not only tourists 
but also historians and novelists; and the not-too- 
distant future may expect many imitators Gar- 
land Roark’s Tales the Caribbean. 


Four stories this book are fictional. Two these are 
about the trials and stress marriage; the scene the 
first the Island St. Lucia, and the second oil 
field Venezuela. both cases seemingly insignificant 
indiscretions lead step step marital disaster; and 
likewise both the methods punishment could only 
found the Caribbean. The third about clerk 
New York who wearies the daily monotony 
selling men’s clothing. suddenly resigns, goes 
Havana, Cuba, buys sailboat, and decides travel 
alone Panama. Though ignorant the funda- 
mentals seamanship, and though runs into ad- 
ventures every sort, yet reaches his destination; 
but after brief period notoriety ends poorer 
and wiser behind the counter New York. The last 
about woman luxury liner the Caribbean, 
who find out the smuggler cocaine into New 
Orleans. her three prime suspects, one turns out 
Federal agent like herself, the other she decides 
marry, and the third she traps into confession 
guilt skillful use her womanly charms. 


Two stories are based fact. One about ship, 
Lykes, that disappeared during World War II, 
somewhere between Galveston Texas, and San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. Not single trace has ever been 
found. Mr. Roark gives plausible reconstruction 
how the ill-fated vessel met its doom. The second 
called “Our Lady the Watch,” after famous statue 
the Virgin Mary the Island Martinique. 
describes the earthquakes that shook the island 1902, 
culminating the eruption the slumbering volcano, 
Mount Pelée, that killed 35,000 people. This 
vividly written that you feel some the terror that 
gripped the people the doomed island. Into the 
author has woven love-story that ends the toppled 
statue Our Lady the Watch. 


enjoyed each the stories, particularly that Owen 
Gilespie, the amateur seaman, Mary Jane Wicker, 
who trapped the dope-runner, and the pathetic account 
Violet Caubon and Marcel Chevillon, who were 
married Martinque the day that disaster struck 
the island. think others will also find these stories 
equally interesting. 

Stephen McKenna, 

Santa Maria University, 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Coccioli, Carlo Manuel the Mexican 
Simon and Schuster. Dec. 10, 1958. 370p. $4.50. (IIb) 


The prospective reader this book going meet 
with confusion from the start. fact fiction? 
The cover says plainly novel”; the text protests con- 
tinually that factual account actual person. 
The author one the characters the book. Dur- 
ing one the later chapters becomes autobiographi- 
cal and tells how came Mexico, write the 
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book, meet Manuel. 
story. 

Accepting the book this level turns out 
hodge-podge personal observation, hearsay, anthro- 
pology, history, with flavoring anti-Catholicism 
and anti-Americanism, plus German corrupter 
youth (male) and small amount fornication. 


The book sounds like one written novelist who 
spends limited time foreign country and writes 
novel cover expenses. During this time able 
discover the “true spirit” the country; something 
which has escaped the attention the inhabitants and 
other mature observers. Mr. Coccioli finds that “the 
Catholic Church rules the Mexican soul while the 
Aztec gods haunt it” quote from the able writer 
who wrote the dust cover. 


Manuel youth obscure parentage. One day 
“meets” old Aztec god who claims identical 
with Jesus Christ. Manuel spends the rest the story 
wandering around Mexico. rescues girl from 
attacker but accused the girl. condemned 
tied cross some semi-barbaric ceremony 
(for purification) and dies thereon—accidentally. 


The book contains some description Mexican cus- 
toms and attitudes, but dull, compressed, obscure 
style. The continuity the book baffling; the story 
starts the end, retreats the beginning, and then 
proceeds the end, with many stop and digression 
along the way. The geography confusing. The proper 
names get out hand. And the story tinged with 
sort suggestive mysticism which mildly irritating. 
example this might be: 

“José Manuel did not answer. They drank silently. José 


Manuel coughed. The parrots began screech. The dog 
lifted its head. The German pointed him with finger. 


“His name Rosario,” said (though had already said 
that before). doubt you will friends.” 
The German stood up—he had been sitting the edge 
easy chair. “Do you want come with me? harvest 
time, and want see what the workers are doing.” 
They walked into the shade and then into the sunlight. 
“Rosario!” the German called. The dog followed obediently. 
(Page 117).” 
These seemingly irrelevant details may full mean- 
ing but that meaning obscure. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 
Clue-Works 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 
Benson, Ben The End Violence 


Jan. 15,1959. 220p. $2.95. 


Again, have the young State Trooper (Massachu- 
setts) Ralph Lindsey doing methodical, logical—but 
dramatic—piece solidly documented police work 
identify the murderer Henry Lade. Henry dragged 
from river: slightly dead from gun shot and drown- 
ing. Teamed with embittered, paranoiac Trooper, 
Ralph personally charged with brutality handling 
the arrest two individuals not apparently involved 
the murder. The interweaving the two lines 


SELLERs 


action makes this the best the Trooper Lindsey cases 
which Benson seems bent perpetuating—which 
not bad idea! 


York, Jeremy Killer 
Scribner. Jan. 26,1959. 188p. $2.95. 


Jeremy York has pretty good reputation for writer 
suspense novels. This one won’t hurt him. 
smart young man who moving the world takes 
the assignment killing another smart young man 
different league. The murder goes slightly wrong 
when the person killed turns out another fellow, 
And from then the story moves very wonder. 
fully picked-up pace that rushes fine 
Again, excellent book excellent season. 
miss it. 


Hocking, Anne Victim Must Found 
Doubleday. (Crime Club Selection) Jan. 1959. 
$2.95. 

Setting England. nurse keeps tally sheet the 
patients her hospital, and manages store away 
enough little nuts provide for nice winter 
mail. Except that her involvements become far 
flung, and one her victims decides make neat 
finish her career. And very intriguing story the 
finding the killer develops. lot plot, nicely put 
together, with all the little side elements that make 
story fine evenings entertainment. enjoy this 
one. 


Dean, Spencer The Merchant Murder 
Doubleday. (Crime Club Selection) Jan. 1959. 188p. 
$2.95. 

Spencer Dean hit rather unusual detective idea 
taking department store watchdog his meat. 
This time the store finds itself holding rather 
mendous bag purchases made the very wealthy 
Mrs. Peter Baskoulos—except that she never purchased 
the items. Before the story comes end get 
involved with gypsies, horses, crystal balls, stockboys 
who try play detective, and sundry other wonderful 
characters who breeze through another neat piece 
detection. Don Cadee and Ambletts Department 
Store should around for long time. happy 
see them come again. 


Vandercook, John Murder New Guinea 
Macmillan. Jan. 27,1959. 218p. $3.50. 

John Vandercook news commentator who has 
decided excel many lines. One them the 
Detective Story, and this another the series written 
around the pair Lynch and Deane, his two favorites. 
set New Guinea, starting with the 
ance four explorers the back country. Deane and 
Lynch set out track down the solution, come with 
lot answers, and manage work themselves very 
well through delightful piece writing. There 
enough plot, real characters, local background the 
perfect degree, and all all convinces oyu that 
habit working the exact margins radio time 
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spot has given Vandercook the most admirable appre- 
ciation the value every word writes. perfect 
reading. 


Rhode, John Death Takes Partner 
Dodd, Mead. 250p. $2.95. (Ila) 


Death Take Partner one the finest looking detec- 
tive stories have seen long time. You know 
superb just looking the cover. Unfortunately 
just isn’t that good. starts with death that may 
becomes murder. The problem proving this and 
fnding the murderer the plot the book. 
painstakingly written, with enormous attempt 
valid and enduring characterization. But think 
outwrites itself, and reduces art tedium too many 
spots. Perhaps cutting hundred pages 
might make excellently readable. its present state 
seems rather tired. But looks beautiful. 


Sherry, Edna The Defense Does Not Rest 
Dodd, Mead. Jan. 12,1959. 184p. $2.95. 

terrible thing get ten pages into novel, 
ettle back knowing you are the hands real pro- 
fessional, and then suddenly discover that the be- 
ginning the novel was probably not the original be- 
ginning, but was put there, all likelihood the 
direction the author’s agent reader Dodd, 
Mead. only making educated guess. But 
bet it. The author obviously has more sense. 
agood novel. Kill that first chapter, move away 
back the story and you would have novel that 
opens splendidly, then drops right through the floor, 
and never manages get its feet very steadily again. 
tragedy, because the potential all there. But 
the grand opening surely does kill this one. Well 
written bathos. 


Gardner, Erle Stanley The Case the Deadly Toy 
Morrow. Jan. 272p. $2.95. 


you know, this the eight thousandth Perry Mason 
novel, which seventeen billion copies have been sold. 
And right the same old groove every other Mason 
novel There old Grandpa, loaded with 
money, determined take grandson unto himself 
his heir. There are all sorts girls trouble and bad 
boys not helping them. there that jolly old 
incompetent Hamilton Burger lousing things the 
courtroom, usual. Same cast, just about the same 
plot, but just good any other one, and will 
eaten alive Gardner fans. I’m one. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Paperbacks 

Roman Imperial Civilization Harold Mattingly 
(Ancher 160, $1.45; excellent summary 
what know about the coinage, civil service, economic 
and social life the Roman Empire, with additional 
chapters its religion, philosophy, and literature and 
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Fall the Roman Republic collection 
six “lives” Plutarch new translation Rex 
Warner, (Penguin L84, $0.95; The six are Marius, 
Sulla, Crassus, Pompey, Caesar, Cicero; each without 
the parallel Greek life; and the result amazingly 
clear picture the political death republican Rome 
Alexis Tocqueville more commonly known 
for his shrewd comment his observations America 
when this nation was young; his notes The European 
Revolution together with several letters exchanged 
with his friend Gobineau will enhance the author’s 
reputation for level-headedness and insight, (Anchor 
163, $1.25; Jacques Barzun has selected, edited 
and written introduction Writings John Jay 
Chapman, (Anchor 161, $1.25; Ila) Hans Meyer- 
hoff edits anthology The Philosophy History 
Our Time which includes essays such greats 
Croce, Ortega Gasset, Toynbee, Beard, Isaiah Berlin, 
Burckhardt and Jaspers among others, (Anchor 164, 
$1.25; new translation Ibsen’s The Master 
Builder and three other plays, viz., “Rosmersholm,” 
“Little and “John Gabriel Borkman,” Una 
more colloquial than prior translations, 
but cannot give new life the plays, (Penguin L53, 
Essays Montaigne (Penguin L83, $0.95; IIa), make 
reading Montaigne pleasure; and the book bargain- 
priced ... Venture the Arctic edited Hamil- 
ton something popular record the British 
North Greenland Expedition 1952-1954, (Penguin 
A432, $0.95; IIa). 


Two excellent volumes, each edited Don Congdon, 
with introduction supplied Merle titled 
Combat: Pacific Theater and Combat: European 
Theater, (Dell C107 108, each $0.50; I), deserve 
special mention. collection eyewitness accounts 
competent writers, these books bring the World 
War critical operations before you review 
Raymond Aron’s essay War reviewed some 
length elsewhere this issue, (Anchor A-171, $0.95; 
The Bantam Classic Library adds Eugenie 
Grandet Honore Balzac, (AC-17, $0.35; ... 
and Four Short Novels Herman Melville, (FC-16, 
$0.50; While the Laurel Library under the Dell 
Colophon adds two more plays Shakespeare: Julius 
Caesar with commentary Philip Lawrence, (Dell 
LB-119, $0.35; and The Merchant Venice 
with commentary actor Morris Carnovsky, (LB-118, 
$0.35; Francis Fergusson the general editor 
this generally excellent series Also Henry James’ 
novel The Wings the Dove bargain the Laurel 
edition, with “general introduction” Black- 
muir, (Dell LC-117, $0.50; IIa). 


Mystery and Suspense 

Vacation for Maigret Georges Simenon one 
the best this writer’s many psychological crime 
stories, (Bantam 1875, $0.25; Call for Mike 
Shayne Brett Halliday re-reprint, (Dell D-269, 
IIb) Mignon Eberhart does another com- 
petent and graceful job Another Man’s Murder, 
(Dell D-259, $0.35; Frank Kane’s Syndicate Girl 
tough and tawdry detective stuff, here printed for 
the time, (Dell B123, $0.35; IIb) The Man 
the Queue Josephine Tey deserves ranking the 
“Great Mystery Library,” (Dell D255, $0.35; 
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Ell American Gun Mystery, (Avon T-292, callow collegiate youth, (Bantam A-1939, 
been around before; still good $0.35; IIb) The Prisoners Combine Len 


Richard Stern’s The Bright Road Fear (Bantam F-1870, $0.50; cf. 249, 
and the cops, (Ballantine 288K, 17) Edison Marshall’s The Upstart re-reprint, 


125, vol. 18). about pickpocket become actor and gentleman, 
Science-Fiction man another lifting the rock see the varmints 


crawl, small town myopia other words, (Avon 


James Blish’s The Triumph Time gets long way off 

base theologically this tale anti-matter universe G-1032, $0.50; cf. 119, vol. The 
colliding with the material universe, (Avon T-229, Cassill novelization the 
$0.35; IV) The same author dealing with telepathy play, (Avon $0.35; IIb) Rebel Ranger 
ESPer, (Avon T-268, $0.35; IIb), more convincing Whitman Civil War novel, 285K, 
fusing the psychic with melodrama Plain silly $0.35; cf. 207, vol. The 
the only possible verdict for After the Rain John Ugo Pirro Italian war 
Bowen, here first time printed, (Ballantine 284K $0.35; Benito Greece, (Dell D-258, $0.35; Student 
IV) Tomorrow’s Gift, another first printing, Nurse romance 
Westerns tart, (Dell D254, $0.35; IV). 


The Old Copper Collar Dan Cushman not the General Non-Fiction 
usual ridin’ the range stuff; mostly crooked politics Charles Goren’s The Italian Bridge System, (Bantam 
old Montana, (Ballantine 281K, $0.35; IIb) $0.35; I), makes easy buy four copies and 
Hall Evarts’ The Long Rope first printing down cards Count Five and Die 
variation the bad-sheriff theme, (Dell A172, authenticated account the elaborate 
Colorado Gold Chad Merriman and herring scheme distract the Nazis from the D-Day 
Leighton another first printing and well done, (Bal- invasion coasts, (Ballantine 278K, $0.35; Stuka 
lantine 282K, $0.35; Rio Bravo novelized Pilot Hans Ulrich Rudel, (Ballantine F-278k, $0.50, 
version screenplay Leigh Brackett—see the IIa), concerns Germany’s air war against Russia. Both 
movie first, read the book? (Bantam 1893, and the preceding title are first printings David 
Ficti Howarth’s Sledge Patrol was noted here first 
eneral Fiction pearance, (Ballantaine 283K, $0.35; cf. 232, vol 
Face for the World See Alfred Hayes was 17) Thomas Merton’s The Living Bread fine 
noted here 365, vol. 17, (Bantam A-1880, $0.35; III) evocation the Sacrament Holy Eucharist, (Dell 
Stranger Arms—original title And Ride D256, $0.35; cf. 386, vol. The Decline and 
Tiger—by Robert Wilder, (Bantam A-1867, $0.35; IV, Fall Practically Everybody Will Cuppy satiric 
cf. 129, vol. 11) Max Schulman’s Barefoot Boy history its best, spoofing high humor, (Dell 
With Cheek dates from 1943 and free-swinging $0.35; 
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